
 

 Curriculum Committee Agenda & Minutes 
 
April 12, 2018 
9:00-10:00 
 
 
Members Present: 

Amy Larsen 
Carla Anderson-Diekmann 
Darren Sonenstahl 
Heather Novak 
Karen Kraco 
Taryn Hennen 
 
 

Renee’ Parcheta 
Dan Ondich 
Erin Winchell 
Jim Weiberg 
Matthew Schempp 
 
 
 
 

BlueSky Charter School Vision: 

BlueSky is defining education for the 21st century by creating an individualized, dynamic education for all students.  We are 
committed to empowering our community by facilitating relevant learning, skills, hopes and relationships. 

BlueSky Charter School Mission: 

Bringing quality online education and diverse learners together. 

Curriculum Committee-Primary Objective: The primary objective of the Curriculum Development Committee is to review and 
recommend to the BlueSky Charter School Board of Directors on matters pertaining to the content of the academic program, 
course materials, and method of delivery. This includes, but is not limited to, the review and selection of curriculum and 
educational materials, review of all class syllabi, common course outlines and learning objectives for use in the program. 
 

 
Curriculum Vision: 
Through high quality curriculum and instructional practices BlueSky will do the following: 

1. implement standards-based and data-driven practices 

2. embed RTI over the next three to five years 

3. foster academic and testing skills among students 

4. provide College and Career Readiness resources to support student success and learning to ensure 

opportunities post high school 

5. empower teachers to tailor instruction that meets the needs of individual students 

6. develop consistent  course design and format that ensures content accessibility for all students; and 

7. establish a schedule that offers both flexible and structured options for students 

 
Annual Focus Areas: 

1. College & Career Readiness  
2. Core Competencies 
3. First Principles of Instruction 
4. Continued review of curriculum and programming 

a. Part-time/supplemental enrollment 
b. RTI  

 



 

c. Group Pace & My Pace (continue to survey and review data) 
 
STANDING  BUSINESS: 

1. Course revision proposals (request form) 
a. English 4CR/Alt 

i. Current course is very traditional and students are not engaged 
ii. Not really planning to add a credit recovery course 
iii. Wanted to create a track for students that don’t want the traditional track 
iv. This version would become the regular English 4; the other redeveloped course 

following a traditional track would become honors 
v. Would incorporate more edgy/modern texts and lessons (themes that students 

would better identify with) 
b. Independent Art Project 

i. Was previously reviewed 
ii. Would open the door to investigating other PBL courses 

c. Modern Art 
i. Was previously offered under a couple different names 
ii. Is being brought back since we will not offer Art Appreciation next year 
iii. Not enough information is provided to determine if this meets the requirements 

for a curriculum project 
iv. If deemed necessary we can include estimate in budget but will need official 

approval at next meeting 
d. No objections were raised to approving the English and Independent Art Project courses 

 
 
NEW  BUSINESS: 

2. WIRIS Agreement 
a. Equation editor 
b. Has been beneficial in course writing 
c. Students can also use it to easily write equations 
d. Currently students are writing equations on paper and taking pictures or use Poodl 
e. Would need to develop training modules 
f. Approved to move forward 

 
 

 OLD  BUSINESS: 
 

3. 2018-19 curriculum budget requests  
a. Budget is based on last year’s budget 
b. Discussed lab kits; planning on not covering basic supplies like folders and colored 

pencils (will be included in student supply list) 
 

4. Math Curriculum Development Team 
a. Updated scope & sequencing (considering switching sequence between Geometry and 

Non-Linear Algebra) 
b. If we move forward change would take place in 2019-2020 school year 
c. Would need to refresh Geometry skills in 11th grade in preparation for MCA 
d. Would provide a more logical, constructive, sequence 
e. Other option would be including more quadratics in Geometry and keeping it after 

Non-Linear Algebra 
i. Pre-Algebra 7 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1G87pBs96UZoARgeDkDjKu2HHfzXQyvnlbblZyYfCg-Q/edit#gid=1333888919
https://docs.google.com/a/blueskyschool.org/forms/d/16g_YW1REa39RisFAqg3wmvq12QXN7FAy0fF0nf0oZBE/edit
https://drive.google.com/a/blueskyschool.org/file/d/0B57MT2eRRrexbFZLMktmVUhTdmV1ZzEtQzcyMlRmcjQ3RUI4/view?usp=sharing


 

ii. Algebra 8 
iii. Geometry (9) 
iv. Non-Linear Algebra (10) 
v. Algebra/Statistics 2 (11)  

f. No decision was made regarding sequence 
5. Special Education Update 

a. Want to move forward with MCIS for special education 
b. Want to develop more transitions resources 

i. Most options have only hard copy versions 
ii. Would need to convert to online 

iii. Looking at two products now - School Connect and Thrively 
iv. Looking at integrating into Essentials 
v. Taryn is the lead on this project 

c. English Concepts - Phase I 
d. Intermediate Math A/B 

i. Want to redevelop aligned to 9-12 standards 
ii. Will work with math team and through the math redevelopment project 

e. Accommodation Best Practice Team 
i. One concern is that we have other initiatives going on 

ii. Also impact 504 
iii. Best practices 
iv. Strategies 
v. Notifying staff/enrollment process 

vi. Resource library 
vii. Will look at forming a team next fall 

 
6. Competency-Based Practices Update (sub-committee) 

a. Team is continuing to use in their own classes 

b. Haven’t determined a best practice 

c. Need to develop more reports 

 

7. Intervention/Progress Monitoring Tool 

a. Renaissance STAR trail is ending at end of April 

i. Has been working well for RTI/intake 

ii. Easy to proctor 

iii. Can’t access admin reports yet 

iv. 360 elements are pdf files 

v. Looking to move forward following formal review with team 

vi. Would not replace NWEA MAP next year 

 

8. Status Review of Other Annual Focus Areas - no updates on areas not covered above 

a. Implement standards-based (Core Competency)  and data-driven practices 

b. Embed RTI over the next three to five years 

c. Foster academic and testing skills among students 

d. Provide College and Career Readiness resources to support student success and learning  

 



 

e. Empower teachers to tailor instruction that meets the needs of individual students 

f. Develop consistent course design and format that ensures content accessibility for all 

students 

g. Establish a schedule that offers both flexible and structured options for students. 

9. Budget Review 

a. FY18 Curriculum Budget 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1XYs8jGnN8hhtiFDqivcps0yn6uY4z3dX3t07TbJPues/edit#gid=0

