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As we head into the final stretch of the school
year, we want to encourage all students to keep
up their hard work! With only about four weeks
left until the last day of school on June 4, 2025,
now is the time to stay focused and reach out to
your support teams and teachers if you need any
extra help.
 
BlueSky Board of Directors Election
BlueSky will be electing three Board of
Directors this May; one teacher member and
two community members. Each parent or
guardian of a full time BlueSky student is
entitled to one vote each. Please complete the
electronic election ballot that will be sent to
your email no later than May 12th.
 
BlueSky Graduation Ceremony
This year's graduation ceremony will take place
on June 14, 2025, at noon. We are incredibly
proud to celebrate the achievements of our
students and look forward to honoring all
graduates. The ceremony will be held at St. Paul
College and will be streamed live via YouTube
for those unable to attend in person. All
graduation information, including student
forms, can be found on our website.
Congratulations to the BlueSky class of 2025!
 
As always, thank you for choosing BlueSky and
allowing us to partner with you and your
student(s)!

 

Amy Larsen
Superintendent

651.202.2010
amy.larsen@blueskyschool.org

 

Counselor Corner
 

Featured Occupation: Fitness Trainer &
Instructors

Education Required: High School diploma  &
short on-the-job traiaing
Outlook: 15.2% growth (much faster than
average)
Median Wages: $47,600 annually
Job Duties:

Fitness trainers and instructors guide
individuals and groups through safe and
effective exercise routines, ensuring proper
form to prevent injury and improve fitness.
They tailor workouts to meet clients’ needs,
offer modifications for different skill levels, and
track progress to adjust programs accordingly.
In addition to fitness coaching, they often share
advice on nutrition and healthy lifestyles,
enforce safety guidelines, and provide first aid
when necessary. Trainers may also handle tasks
like managing gym memberships, promoting
services via social media, or organizing group
classes. Whether working one-on-one or
leading sessions like yoga, cycling, or strength
training, they create personalized or
choreographed routines suited to various fitness
levels and goals.

 

National ACT Testing Information:
Use https://www.act.org/ to sign up for a testing
location near you. If you have questions about
the ACT please contact your BlueSky counselor.

ACT.org

 

Summer school registration is now open!
 
BlueSky’s summer program runs from June 16th
to August 1st and is designed for students who
need to catch up on credits. Students are
encouraged to complete one class, but those
who are highly motivated and can commit 5–6
hours per day may finish a second. A second
class will only be added if the first is completed
by July 7th.
 
Those who plan to take summer school classes
must complete the Registration Form. If
students need help deciding which class(es) are
needed, please contact your Bluesky counselor
for guidance.

Summer School Registration Form

Students will need to confirm their registration
at the end of May with their school counselor.
 
Availability for summer school is limited

Preference may be given to the following
students: 

need the classes to graduate over the
summer
are behind in credits
passed at least half of their classes 2nd
semester 
did not fail a summer school class with
BlueSky previously

Students must start their first class within
the first 5 days or they will be dropped from
summer classes
This registration does not guarantee
acceptance into the Summer School
Program.

 

Social Work Spotlight
 

Procrastination is a behavior that can be
managed and overcome - with the right
knowledge, tools, and support.  We know that
procrastination happens a lot more as we near
the end of the school year, so here are some tips
for those who struggle with it. If you need more
help, contact your school social worker!    

1. Whatever It Is, Just Start:
The best way to beat procrastination is to
start doing what you have been dreading.
Stop thinking about the project, and just get
started!  Set a timer and work for 15 minutes,
then reevaluate whether or not you want to
continue or come back to it. Once you begin
a task, you may end up realizing the task was
easier than you expected.

2. Break the Task Down Into Small,
Manageable Chunks:
Sometimes we procrastinate when we feel
overwhelmed. If you’ve been procrastinating
a specific project because it feels like “too
much,” make a plan: Break the task into
smaller parts, so it’s more manageable.  You
can also create steps that will help you
complete the tasks on time. Next, start
building on the framework you created, and
you’ll notice you are making progress!  The
stress you’ve been feeling may be slowly
replaced by a feeling of satisfaction!

3. Becoming More Organized:
People sometimes procrastinate because
they overestimate how much they can get
done in a certain period of time. They might
also feel overwhelmed when tasks keep
pouring in from every direction. 
Organizational strategies can be helpful if
this happens.  Time management can limit
procrastination behaviors. Listing your
tasks, prioritizing them, and scheduling
deadlines can be a start.  Limit distractions;
close applications on your computer, put
your phone in another room so you can
focus.

4. Increase Your Motivation:
Don’t let your emotions and negative
thoughts interfere with what you need to do.
Instead of resenting a task, introduce
positive thoughts. You might consider
rewarding yourself in small ways after
working on a task.  You can even reward
yourself with a positive attitude by finding
meaning in activities you tend to avoid.  If
you need to write a term paper, focus on the
degree that you’ll earn after completing it!

5. Understand That You Are Not Lazy:
Procrastination is not laziness: the behavior
is caused by the stress in our lives or
mistaken negative beliefs we have about
ourselves! If you procrastinate, don’t be hard
on yourself. Instead, ask yourself if your
behavior may be linked to fear, anxiety,
ADHD, or some other issue.

 

 

How to Get Motivated: 3 Steps for Developing
Your Routine:

Step 1: Establish a simple routine that will get
you started.
The most important part of any task is starting.
Motivation often comes after starting.

Step 2: Your routine should get you moving
towards the end goal.
Most of the time, your routine should include
physical movement. It's hard to think yourself
into getting motivated. While your routine
should be as easy as possible to start, it should
transition into more physical movement, and
your mind and your motivation will follow your
physical movement.
 
Step 3: Follow the same pattern every single
time.
You don't need motivation, you just need to start
your routine.This is important because when
you don't feel motivated, it's often too much
work to figure out what you should do next.
When faced with another decision, you will
often decide to just quit. Having a routine solves
that problem because you know exactly what to
do next. You just follow the pattern.

 

BlueSky Library
Bookshelf

 

Hello again from the BlueSky
Library Bookshelf-
 
There are so many audiobooks to enjoy as the
weather gets warmer…enjoy some walking time
with this audiobook:

 

 

 

If a student would like to see a title added to the
Sora library, please email
library@blueskyschool.org. Happy reading!

Student Activities &
Information

 

Class of 2025 Graduation: 
Graduation Slideshow form — Please complete
this form by Wednesday, May 14th. We will
incorporate your information throughout the
graduation ceremony to honor and celebrate
your accomplishment. You will definitely want
to be part of this!

Graduate Guest Seat RSVP form — Please
complete this form by Friday, May 23rd to
reserve spots for your guests for the live
graduation ceremony. Currently, each student
may invite up to 3 guests to attend in person;
however, this limit may be adjusted based on the
number of responses received. If the theater
reaches capacity, the cafeteria will serve as the
overflow room where a live stream of the
ceremony will be broadcast. Five minutes
before the start of the ceremony, any open seats
in the theater will be available first come, first
served.

Graduate Slideshow form

Guest Seat RSVP

 

Purchase Tickets Here!

 

 

Junior/Senior Prom: Get ready to dance the
night away! The "My Chemical Slow Dance" Emo
Junior/Senior Prom is happening on Friday, May
16th, 2025, from 5:00 PM - 9:00 PM at the
BlueSky Campus!
 
Tickets are just $15 each, and every student can
bring one guest. Deadline to submit your dance
form & purchase tickets is May 14th at 3:00 PM.
No late dance forms/tickets will be accepted.
 
The dance form must be submitted prior to
purchasing tickets.

RSVP Here

Dance Form

BlueSky PayPal

 

NHS Mission Statement Survey: The National
Honor Society wants your voice to help shape
BlueSky’s mission statement. We’re asking all
parents/guardians and students in grades 6–12 to
share their thoughts by filling out this quick
survey. Your input matters, help us make sure
our mission reflects what’s important to you!

Mission Statement Survey

 

School Store:
Looking to rep BlueSky in style? Check out our
school store! We've got fresh gear, top brands,
and styles for everyone. You don’t want to miss
out!

BlueSky School Store

 

BlueSky Stars
 

Mat Nelson, a junior at BlueSky, has been
selected as this month’s BlueSky Star because of
his consistent daily efforts and positive growth
as a student. Mat has had an impactful
experience at BlueSky, crediting it with helping
him succeed academically through supportive
tools and structures, such as the early access to
weekly homework. He stays motivated by
looking forward to graduation and maintaining
structured study habits, including having a
dedicated study spot and scheduled times for
school during the week.
 
Mat’s advice to others is to keep pushing
through the final years of school, emphasizing
the importance of doing things to the best of
your ability the first time. History and Spanish
are Mat’s favorite subjects, fueled by a love of
learning about the past and also enabling
personal connections with Spanish-speaking
friends.
 
His biggest supporters have been his Mom and
his friends, who consistently encourage Mat to
stay on track. Outside of school, Mat enjoys
spending time outdoors, streaming, and doing
voice acting, which he hopes to continue
pursuing along with art as possible future career
paths.
 
~ Nominated by Hanna Coleman

I am ecstatic to feature Roman Flowers as our
Middle School Star this month! Roman is a first-
year student who had a bit of an adjustment
period moving to our school. He struggled with
online learning and needed some redirection
and support early on. However, he embraced
the support and care we offer and since the fall
he has flourished and been extremely
successful. Roman has been an Honor Roll
student every term and is on pace to continue
that for the final quarter.  
 
Roman and I chatted about the transition to
online and he shared that he had to learn how to
use a laptop, as he had been used to an iPad for
schooling in the past. He has adapted and
expanded his knowledge base for technology. 
 
He said he loves Math and the Desmos activities
where you raced a turtle. Math class has been a
struggle for him for many years, however he
shared that practicing, repetition and having a
positive attitude have helped him go a long way
with Math comprehension.
 
When asked what advice he would give to
students Roman said “Take it slow, don’t try to
rush. Spread your assignments over the week
and don’t be afraid of study hall!” He said that at
first Study Hall seemed like a punishment in a
way, but now he realizes it is very useful and
supportive. 
 
Outside of school, Roman loves to spend time
with his friends playing basketball, football and
video games. He has several basketball hoops in
his room and will soon be rolling one out to the
driveway for the summer. He is also a big fan of
the MN State Fair where he makes sure to go on
the Giant Yellow Slide and have a piece of Big
Fat Bacon yearly. 
 
When we talked about his future plans he shared
that he loves animation and hopes to have a
career in that field. This year he took Pixar in a
Box and that helped with understanding all of
the elements that go into the world of
animation.
 
Roman is a pleasure to have in our school. His
positivity is contagious and his smile brightens
my day!
 
~ Nominated by Dawn Mensing

 

Shoutout to our awesome
students! 

I am honored to nominate sophomore Emmery
Neste as a BlueSky Star! This is Emmery’s first
year at BlueSky. Emmery tried online school in
middle school and struggled to find success. At
BlueSky he found that the Welcome and Support
process as well as support from teachers really
helped the transition to online learning be
successful this time! As Emmery’s advisor I have
been consistently impressed with his kindness,
thoughtfulness, and work ethic. 
 
Here is some wisdom from Emmery for other
online students:
 
⭐Open your laptop up right away in the
morning for motivation!

⭐If you have live sessions, set reminders on our
calendar.

⭐Make yourself a to do list each week to meet
your goals

⭐Always ask your teachers for help (they are
always happy to help)

⭐Join clubs at BlueSky that suit your interests! 

 
Emmery has  particularly enjoyed Music
Appreciation with Erin Winchell, and Honors
English with Molly Kinnamon this year. After
high school he plans to attend college at UND to
receive a BM in Music Performance with a focus
in Xylophone/Marimba. Congrats on your
success and an amazing year, Emmery!
 
~ Nominated by Abby Henderson

Student Work
 

BlueSky senior Sophie Crayford showcased

her talent at the Paramount Center for the

Arts Juried High School Exhibition, a

regional art show and competition for high

school students across central Minnesota.

She had two pieces on display. Congrats,

Sophie!

The Mentor (acrylic & mixed media on

canvas)

Who's the Joker Now? (acrylic & mixed

media on canvas)

 

 

Cameron (Cam) Bauer, an early graduate, has

left for an internship in South Africa and

won’t be attending the live graduation

ceremony. Our registrar, John Mizeur, was

able to deliver her graduation box in person

before her departure.

 

Cam has been with BlueSky since her

freshman year, and her family has shared

wonderful feedback about their experience.

She sends a heartfelt thank-you to everyone

at BlueSky for making her time here so

meaningful. A special shoutout to her

amazing support team: Julie Endersbe, Grant

Cameron, and April Scharnberg!

 

Resources
Contact Information for Questions and Resources

Main Line: 651-642-0888
Staff List with Contact Information

 
Authorizer - Laurie Schroeder (651)-234-0900

Innovative Quality Schools

Office - enrollment, transcripts, record requests

Amy Larsen - Superintendent/Executive Director
Dan Ondich - Principal/Assistant Director
Cathy Parker - Director of Student Support Services
Beth O'Connell - Dean of Students
Mandy Kasowicz  - Director of Special Education
John Mizeur - Registrar
Ben Jones - Student Information Specialist
Danielle Sanders - School Operations Manager
Sarah Miner - Admin Assistant
Christine Graupman - Admin Assistant
 

Counselors - scheduling and class changes

Dawn Mensing

Rashel Lane

Grant Cameron

Alisa Snyder

Jennifer Anderson

Carla Anderson-Diekmann

Advisors - navigating school

Hanna Coleman

Julie Endersbe

Danielle Fackler

Dawn Nicol

Carrie Ostman

Sean Miller

Laura Welciek

Abby Henderson

Chet Johnson

 

Social Workers - school, family, and personal

concerns, well-being, crisis assistance 

Casie Hammel

Cayla Rother

April Scharnberg

Lynn Riebe

Megan Andrews

 

Supplemental - Students taking up to 50% of their

courses at BlueSky

Heidi Housh

Janette Willenbring

Mark Your Calendar
 

May 9, 2025: Spring Middle School

Meetup

May 16, 2025: Junior/Senior Prom

May 26, 2025: No school

June 4, 2025: Last day of school

June 14, 2025: Graduation

READ MORE
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