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Principal's Message

We are quickly approaching the end of the first
quarter on November 3rd. Middle school
parents should expect report cards to be sent
out through email no later than November 9th.
If you would prefer your student's report card
to be mailed, please complete the form below.
 
Most high school students will be reaching the
semester midterm at this time and you can
expect communications from your child’s
teachers indicating their progress. You can
always schedule time to talk with your child’s
teachers and support staff. Contact information
can be found on our website.

Report card mailing request

We will be holding our second annual Virtual
Activity Day on November 3rd. Students in
grades 6-8 should plan to attend at least three
activities and students in grades 9-12 should
plan to attend at least one activity. Attendance
credit will be given to all participants! More
information regarding activities and times can
be found in Moodle on the banner or in Student
Commons. Join the fun!

Blocksi is our internet filtering program. Blocksi
for parents allows parents to add more parental
controls beyond what the school does after
school hours. School hours are 9AM-3PM.
 
Here is the website for Blocksi Parent:
https://blocksi.net/parenthub/
 
If you are interested in having Blocksi Parent,
please contact us at
support@blueskyschool.org. Please include
your name and email address and that you
would like to be added to Blocksi Parent. We
will let you know when your account is set up.

Last, I want to share that we still have limited
openings for the 2023-24 school year. Many
students and parents hear about BlueSky
through word of mouth, so if you know
someone that is looking for another school
setting please let them know about BlueSky and
share your story.
 
Thank you for your continued support!

 

Dan Ondich
Principal/Assistant Director

651.202.2012
dan.ondich@blueskyschool.org

Our second year of Esports through the
Minnesota Varsity League (MNVL) kicked off a
few weeks ago. Currently we have teams playing
Valorant, Rocket League, and Fortnite. There
are two seasons of Esports and students will
have another opportunity to join for the spring
season. Information on Esports and live
streaming of matches can be found in the
Student Activities & Information section below
or on our website. Go Comets!

 

Counselor Corner

Featured Occupation: MRI Technician

Education Required: 
Medical Image Technology Program &
MRI Technology Training 
Outlook: 11.4% growth to 2033
Median Wages: $82,770 annually

MRI technicians perform diagnostic imaging
examinations on patients. MRI technicians
operate magnetic resonance imaging (MRI)
scanners to create diagnostic images. MRI
technicians are critical to diagnosing internal
conditions, such as brain tumors, infections,
and anomalous brain activity like that resulting
from strokes, Alzheimer’s, and dementia.

ACT District Testing 
Test Date: March 12th, 2024
Registration Deadline: January 26th, 2024
Testing Accommodations Request Deadline:
January 20th, 2024
 
For more ACT information go to  www.act.org 
 
Click here for more information on the Save the
Date communication that was sent via email to
11th and 12th grade students and families earlier
in the month.

 

November 13-19th is National Apprenticeship
week!  For those students who know, or are
pretty sure, that a 4-year university is not a good
fit for them, this is a great time to learn about
other options, like apprenticeships! 
 
Apprenticeship Week in Minnesota is an
opportunity for the apprenticeship community
to tell their stories about registered
apprenticeship and share with businesses,
industry, labor, education, career-seekers,
community-based organizations, students and
workers the advantages of developing careers
through adoption of the apprenticeship model. 
There will be several events that week--and
most of them will be online webinars.  Check
back for Even Registration information. 

A different apprentice will be featured each day
of apprenticeship week.  You can see those
spotlights here:  Apprentice of the Day.
 
To see those featured last year, check this out:
Featured Apprentices from 2022.

Learn more about how to become an
apprentice--or how to start a program for your
business below!

Apprenticeship MN

 

Social Work Spotlight

The social work department wants to remind
students and families about the BlueSky Online
Virtual Calming Room.
 
The virtual calming room was created last
school year for students to explore strategies,
resources and topics that will work to reduce
your stress and take you to a place of calm. The
site is filled with sites, videos and activities to
help reduce and practice mindfulness. The
virtual calming room is available online 24/7, we
suggest you bookmark the link: Virtual Calming
Room so it is easy to find! 

 

 

 

BlueSky Library
Bookshelf

Hello again from the BlueSky
Library Bookshelf-
 
There are a lot of reading opportunities in the
month of November:
 

Big Library Read: This is a nationwide
program through the Sora Library. This year
Artie and the Wolf Moon will have unlimited
check outs from November 2-16 in the Sora
Library. We will be meeting as a community on
November 16th at 3:00 pm to chat about the
book. Here is a link for a video of the author
talking about the book. No need to sign up for
anything…just show up to chat about this
graphic novel! There will be schools around the
country reading this same title 
 

High school book club: We will be reading
The Firekeepers Daughter which can be found
in the MackinVIA library resource. There are
some triggering scenes in this book, so students
can also read any choice novel and come chat
about it at our meeting. We will be meeting on
November 16th at 12:00 pm. 
 

Middle school book club: We will be reading
the graphic novel Swim Team which can also be
found in the MackinVIA library resource. We
will be meeting on November 16th at 2:00 pm. 
 

If students have not yet signed up for the
student book club, they can email Sam Savoie to
get on the mailing list. There are so many
reading opportunities in the BlueSky
community and we love it!

 

 

If a student would like to see a title added to the
Sora library, please email
library@blueskyschool.org. Happy reading!

Student Activities &
Information

Student Clubs:
Student Clubs for the 23-24 school year have
been approved. Please contact the staff
facilitator if you are interested in joining or
would like more information.

Gaming Club (HS Only) - Grant Cameron
Fiber Arts - Chris Peterson or Abby
Henderson
PRISM - Abby Henderson or Elise
Lahmann-Sharbonda
Book Club - Sam Savoie
Nature Club - Sam Engel
Scary Movie Club (HS Only) - Margo
Hanson
Watercolor Club - Gabra Lokken

Coming to BlueSky:
If there is a need to come to the BlueSky
campus, there is a form in Moodle for students
to fill out called "Learning Center Registration".
The form is on the homepage under the "Student
Learning Center" tab. Once the form is filled out,
someone will reach out to confirm the time and
date and other information for the learning
center.

Learning Center Registration

2025 Europe trip:
This exciting summer adventure is for BlueSky's
full-time and supplemental students, their
parents -- and BlueSky alumni! A $50 deposit
reserves your spot and locks in the current
price. Pricing, itinerary and enrollment
information can be found here. Contact Gabra
Lokken for more information.

December SeaLife Field trip:
Friday, December 8th. More details and how to
RSVP coming soon!

 

 

BlueSky Esports:
Watch BlueSky's Esports teams live on Twitch

Valorant Matches -Wednesday's at
5:00pm
Rocket League Matches - Thursday's at
5:00pm
Fortnite matches - Thursday's at 6:00pm

BlueSky's Twitch Channel

Glensheen Mansion Field Trip:
We are taking a trip to Glensheen Mansion in
Duluth on Friday, November 10th. There is a
$6.00 fee per student and must be paid in
advance through the BlueSky PayPal. Limited
spots are available and will be filled on a first
come, first serve basis. Please RSVP below no
later than November 8th. 

Glensheen Mansion RSVP

School Store:
Have you been looking for a place to purchase
some BlueSky apparel? Well look no further
than our school store. There are several
different styles, brands, and items to choose
from so there is something for everyone's taste!

BlueSky School Store

 

BlueSky Stars

Peyton Job, a new 9th grade student to BlueSky
this year, is featured as this month’s BlueSky
Star because he has had a fantastic start and has
learned how to navigate the online environment
very well. He is engaged in his classes and turns
in quality lessons. He also does a terrific job of
communicating with me and other BlueSky staff
which is so important in this online
environment. See below what he says when
asked to share more about himself and what
brought him here.
 
“Hello, my name is Peyton Job.  I have a little
brother (12) and a little sister (7). We all 3 live
with our mom. We have had a lot of challenges
in life, as well as this world. After Covid I knew
school “in person” wasn’t for me. After many
conversations with my mom, we decided it was
time to try. We agreed to try 9th grade/High
School. After one day in 9th grade, I knew it
wasn’t for me. We agreed on week 3 trying
online. Mom and I did our research, and I have
several friends that do BlueSky. It was right for
me. The flexibility with my schedule is what I
like most about BlueSky. I also think the support
of the teachers and advisor etc. is great. My
hobbies include hunting, fishing, and sports.”
 
Congratulations Peyton!
 
~Nominated by Dawn Nicol

 

Shoutout to our awesome
students! 

Keyden Koecheler, a Senior at BlueSky, has been
a consistently great worker since starting his
Freshman year in 2020. Keyden came to BlueSky
because he figured out that he liked working in
an online environment after Covid hit. He found
that the freedom/flexibility it gave him helped
him a lot with his work and allowed him to work
on his hobbies more. Keyden does a great job of
asking for help when he has questions for
teachers and to keep things organized. 
 
Outside of school, Keyden has a lot of projects
that he works on, but not enough time. He loves
programming and is pretty fluent in many
programming languages, but is still learning new
things. He is good at using Java, Javascript,
Typescript, and Svelt, but would like to learn to
use C#, Rust, or C++ and learn an engine like
Godot to try to make a game. He also enjoys
meteorology, because of the storms and
photography, specifically of space. After
BlueSky, he plans on going to school for
Computer Science and getting a job in the field.
 
Congratulations Keyden!
 
~Nominated by Sean Miller

 

Student Work

Laila Lewis shared her MN State Fair story!

"I joined the crochet and knitting and crochet
club at BlueSky in hopes of learning and finding
a new hobby I enjoyed. Joining the club was the
first time I had ever crocheted and once I
started I couldn't stop! I loved it! So, I decided I
would make a blanket for 4-H, I showed it at the
county fair and got a state fair trip opportunity
for it. I took the trip and ended up getting a blue
ribbon at state! I am very thankful for all of the
knowledge I learned from joining the club!"

Natalie Lacko completed a very successful
service learning project in her community!

NHS Inductee Ceremony 

 

 

Kayla Olson went to the MN state fair and won a
ribbon for the quilt she made for her niece.

Photos taken by Geryson Carberry

In this assignment, students were asked to
research an aspect of Media Literacy that piques
their interest, then create a multimedia
presentation based on their findings.

 
Lo Roed's Project on the Effects of Mass Media

Photos from the Middle School Fall FUNction

 

Resources
Contact Information for Questions and Resources

Main Line: 651-642-0888
Staff List with Contact Information

 
Authorizer - Laurie Schroeder (651)-234-0900

Innovative Quality Schools

Office - enrollment, transcripts, record requests

Amy Larsen - Superintendent/Executive Director
Dan Ondich - Principal/Assistant Director
Cathy Parker - Director of Student Support Services
Beth O'Connell - Dean of Students
Mandy Kasowicz  - Director of Special Education
John Mizeur - Registrar
Erin Reusing - Student Information Specialist
Danielle Sanders - School Operations Manager
Sarah Miner - Admin Assistant
Christine Graupman - Admin Assistant
 

Counselors - scheduling and class changes

Dawn Mensing

Rashel Lane

Grant Cameron

Amy Chicoine

Jennifer Anderson

Carla Anderson-Diekmann

 

Advisors - navigating school

Hanna Coleman

Julie Endersbe

Danielle Fackler

Dawn Nicol

Carrie Ostman

Sean Miller

 

Social Workers - school, family, and personal

concerns, well-being, crisis assistance 

Casie Hammel

Cayla Rother

April Scharnberg

Lynn Riebe

Megan Andrews

 

Supplemental - Students taking up to 50% of their

courses at BlueSky

Heidi Housh

Janette Willenbring

Mark Your Calendar

November 3, 2023: Last day of first quarter

November 3, 2023: Student Activity Day

November 6, 2023: First day of second

quarter

November 23-24, 2023: No school

December 1, 2023: No school

December 22, 2023 - January 1, 2024: No

school (winter break)

January 18, 2024: Last day of second quarter

January 19-22, 2024: No school

January 23, 2024: First day of third quarter

February 19, 2024: No school

March 7-8, 2024: No school

March 22, 2024: Last day of third quarter

March 22, 2024: Student Activity Day

March 25-29, 2024: No school (spring break)

April 1, 2024: First day of fourth quarter

May 27, 2024: No school

May 31, 2024: Last day of school

June 8, 2024: Graduation

READ MORE

2051 Killebrew Drive Suite 500, Bloomington, MN 55425
info@blueskyschool.org

Main Line: 651.642.0888
Fax: 651.642.0435
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