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Superintendent's
Message  

BlueSky Board of Directors Election
In April of every school year, our Board
Development Committee searches for strong
candidates to serve on our Board of Directors. This
year, we will be looking to �ll 4 vacancies with
teacher members, community members and
parent members. If you would be interested in
serving a 2 year term on the Board, or are aware of
a community member that might be interested in
serving, please email me for more information:
amy.larsen@blueskyschool.org
 
You can also �nd additional information about our
Board of Directors and the election process on our
website. You can also �nd previous Board meeting
minutes and other committee minutes on our
website.
 
All parents and sta� will be receiving an electronic
election ballot via email the �rst week of May.
 
We Need Your Input!
Every spring, BlueSky sends out a satisfaction
survey to gather valuable feedback from our
students, parents, and sta�. Please be on the
lookout for an email in April linking to the 2022
Satisfaction Survey. The results of this survey are
what leadership and our Board of Directors use to
make changes and plans for the upcoming school
year, so it is important that we receive as much
participation as we can. Thank you, in advance, for
providing us with your feedback!
 
In addition to the 2022 Satisfaction Survey,
students will be asked to participate in the
Minnesota Student Survey in May. This online
survey was created by the Minnesota Department
of Education in partnership with the Departments
of Health, Human Services and Public Safety.
 
The past year and a half have been hard on us all,
but they've been especially hard on Minnesota's
young people. We also know that youth are
resilient, and when provided with positive
support and resources that meet their needs,
they will thrive. The statewide Minnesota Student
Survey is the only survey that captures the
viewpoint of adolescents, and therefore provides a
timely and valuable opportunity for us to check in
with Minnesota youth.
 
With this valuable information, we can better
understand their worlds and realities, and
therefore better address issues and support them.
By supporting the MSS you can help your school
and community learn more about the health,
safety, and well-being of Minnesota's young
people.
 
As always, thank you for choosing BlueSky and
allowing us to work with your student(s)!

Amy Larsen
Superintendent

651.202.2010
amy.larsen@blueskyschool.org

 

Counselor Corner

Featured Occupation: Social Media Marketing
Manager

Education Required: Bachelor's Degree:
In a relevant �eld, such as Marketing, and
experience with photo-editing software,
such as Dreamweaver and Photoshop.
Outlook: 10% rate of job growth is
expected from 2020-2030
Median Wages: $55,679 per year

A Social Media Manager helps to increase
exposure through social media platforms. They
work alongside a specialized team to reach your
brand's goals. From creating monthly editorial
calendars, to using marketing strategies to
deliver your brand's message in creative ways, a
Social Media Manager is the link between your
business and your social media followers. More
than just attracting new customers, a Social
Media Manager analyzes data to determine
which initiatives work best and capitalize on
this information to continue scaling your
business. 
 

Summer School: Information and registration
for summer school classes will be going out
Mid-April. Watch your email for more
information, and contact your counselor with
any questions
 
(Reminder: you must pass at least ½ of your 2nd
semester classes to be considered for summer
school classes. Students who qualify can choose
to do 1 class each session, for a total of 1.0
credits, or they can do one class that stretches
over both sessions for .5 credit.)
 

Summer Session 1: June 13-July 1
Summer Session 2: July 11-29

Social Work Spotlight

As we enter spring and the last quarter of the
school year, the social workers at BlueSky have
noticed a lot of students struggling with
attentiveness. We found a great resource that we
wanted to share with you all- the How to ADHD
channel on YouTube.  On this channel, you can
�nd videos that explain ADHD really well and a
lot of tips for ADHD brains. 
 
One thing some people may not know about
ADHD is that it has a high rate of comorbidity,
meaning that people with ADHD are likely to
have another mental health disorder. Why is this
important? Oftentimes, both disorders will feed
o� each other, like anxiety. making ADHD worse
or vice versa. If both disorders are being
addressed, it can help manage ADHD. Check out
this video from the YouTube channel mentioned
above. 
 

 

Understood.org is a great resource for parents
and children to learn more about their ADHD.
To learn more about medication and ADHD,
visit here.

Supplemental

We are now registering students for the 2022-
2023 school year. BlueSky’s website outlines all
of our course o�erings, and we have some
exciting new courses, so be sure to take a look.
To register, email Heidi Housh or call
651.202.2048 with course preferences.
Remember that some classes �ll quickly, so it’s
to your advantage to reach out as soon as
possible.
 
Full courses: Veterinary Science, ASL 1A/1B, all
Support Groups.
 
We saw progress in March with many of you
starting your week on Mondays. Keep at it! You
heard from us each week with tips on staying
motivated and organized; we hope you found
the information helpful. In April, you’ll get to
hear from your successful peers in terms of how
they balance their online class(es) with other
responsibilities. Be checking that BlueSky email
for their wise strategies.
 

Student Activities

Junior/Senior Prom- Friday May 13th from 6pm-
10pm. No tickets will be sold after May 11th. All
attendees must RSVP and submit a dance form
prior to purchasing tickets. Please contact 
info@blueskyschool.org with any questions. 

Spring Health & Wellness Field Day - Friday,
May 20th. More details coming soon!!!

Lunch Bunch - On select Thursdays at noon,
sta� will be hosting Lunch Bunch. This is a great
time to hang out and get to know other BlueSky
students in between classes. Each Zoom session
will have a theme, so be on the lookout for what
you can learn and participate in!

5th Annual South of the River Pow Wow-
Saturday May 21st. More details coming soon!!!

Class of 2022 Graduation Ceremony- 12pm
Saturday June 11th at St Paul College. More
details and RSVP sign up coming soon!!!

BlueSky Library
Bookshelf

 

 

Hello again from the BlueSky
Library Bookshelf-
 
Need some reading after Spring Break? There is
a collection of lyrical novels in Sora. These
books are easy reads and celebrate poetry
during National Poetry Month in April. 
 
Students are able to get recommendations for
books in the BlueSky Library by �lling out the
What to read next form. We want to help
students continue their reading journey!

 

 

BlueSky Stars

Kaia is a great example of what it takes to be a
BlueSky Star student. She joined us this year as a
junior and has excelled in staying on pace in her
classes, doing high quality work on her lessons as
well as always communicating with sta� in a polite
and positive manner. Most weeks, she �nishes her
to do list by Wednesday or Thursday to enable her
to have and enjoy long weekends. She noted the
following about her experience here at BlueSky:
“Some things that I like about BlueSky are the
�exibility of my classes and the ability to be self-
motivated when I am doing my work. BlueSky
helps me be successful by giving me the
opportunity to focus on my own goals and be able
to learn in the ways that help me grow. I also enjoy
having the ability to know how many assignments
I have to complete and how the teachers are able
to work with me in order to help me learn in my
own ways, which makes for a stress-free learning
experience!” Congratulations Kaia! 
 
~ Nominated by Dawn Nicol

Shoutout to our awesome
students! 

Alexzander Kischell, a graduating senior,  came to
BlueSky last September  after exploring several
other school options. He �nds BlueSky a perfect
�t, as he likes to work at his own pace. And he has
been doing fantastic since he arrived this past
September, keeping on pace and producing work
consistently of A-level quality.  He's a disciplined
worker, with a 100% attendance record  and
faithfully meets with teachers, both for biweekly
check-ins and when he needs help on
assignments. His advice to students who might be
struggling: "Contact your teachers if you need
help with work, try to do a couple minimum of a
couple assignments a day to stay on track."
Alexzander, who's a great communicator, says that
it's support from teachers and connection with
teachers that he likes best about our school.
Alexzander works out in the gym regularly and
plans on attending a program to become a
personal trainer at RCTC; he also has interest in
physical therapy and plans on exploring that as a
possible career.  As his advisor, I am grateful that
he chose BlueSky and that I've had a chance to get
to know him; all of us here wish him well as he
launches into his future! 
 
~ Nominated by Karen Kraco

Student Work

April is National Poetry Month!
Ode to Family
By Nas Wright 

 
Ode to my younger cousins for having someone to
play with when I’m bored
Ode to my older cousins who make most of the
decisions when playing 
Ode to my mother for having me, feeding me, and
taking care of me
Ode to my grandmother who cooks and cleans my
messes when I should do that
Ode to my great grandmother who sadly passed
away but still always had something to give even
when there was nothing but love
Ode to my grandfather for helping take care of
stu� that is broken
Ode to my great grandfather who I never meet but
my grandmother still tell stories
Ode to my aunties who take care of me if my
mother is hard at work and let me play with their
kids
Ode to my brothers though I never see them I can
still play with them 
Ode to distant relatives who I’ve never met but see
them at a cookout or maybe Thanksgiving and
always Christmas
Ode to family

Ode to the Ice Rink 
By Hailey Kerr

 
My skates tight
Hugging my feet
Almost sleeping
As I step on the ice
My skate glides
And I take my �rst stride
I am pushed forward
The air rushes in my face
The air is cold
The ice is cold
The ice crunches as I skate
Crunch… crunch… crunch
The lines of the ice come and go
Blue - Red
Then blue again
I see the white boards
The puck marks all over them
So many they are almost black
The lights bright
The rink is calming
I feel happy
I never want this moment to end

 

 
Ode to Books

By Kaya Mickolajak
 
Oh books, oh books
How your words shine brightly 
On every page with meaning,
And your tens of hundreds of pages of delicate
paper �ip
Back and forth as you are read,
To others or to myself
Like a bird �apping its beautiful wings,
For anyone to see.
I love how you welcome others
With your hard and soft covers
Like a person greeting someone new,
And the title in di�erent fonts and colors
On the very front of you,
When many open you to uncover your story,
We open our minds and imagination 
And emerge into another world, as if you are
magical 
Making people feel like they are really there
In di�erent settings old and new,
Full of peace, love, anger, or despair
Many characters to learn about
With con�icts to resolve within your pages.
 
It’s amazing how you are all di�erent
Like how no two snow�akes are the same,
You could be long or short with your many genres
Like �ction and fantasy, or horror and mystery.
With your stories that unfold,
As if you are a piece of origami
Being taken apart, fold by fold
As we turn every one of your pages
All of them, important to you
Giving us many emotions to feel
Such as happiness, sorrow, worry, and excitement,
As if you were a person just like me.
And you and all others have to come to the last
page
Telling us that it is the end,
But I know what you’re actually saying,
It is time to move on to another book
And take on that journey again.

 

MCA Testing

We are quickly approaching Minnesota’s annual
testing window for the Minnesota Comprehensive
Assessments (MCAs). Testing will take place
between April 4th-29th at sites across Minnesota.
If additional testing is needed, makeup sessions
will be scheduled at our Bloomington campus
between May 2nd-6th.
 
The following are grade level speci�c information

Students in the 6th and 7th grade take
reading and math and are recommended to
test over two days but can be completed in
one day.
Students in the 8th grade take reading,
math and science and are recommended to
test over two days but can be completed in
one day.
Students in the 10th grade, one day of
testing for your reading test. Students
currently enrolled in Biology B will also
need to take the science test. Both reading
and science tests can be completed in one
day.
Students in the 11th grade, one day of
testing for your math test. Students
currently enrolled in Biology B will also
need to take the science test. Both math
and science tests can be completed in one
day.

 
The following times are approximately how long
you should expect to be taking the tests
 
7th Grade: Reading 1-2.5 hours; Math 1-2.5 hours
8th Grade: Reading 1-2.5 hours; Math 1-2.5 hours;
Science 0.5-1.5 hours
10th Grade: Reading 1-2.5 hours
11th Grade: Math 1-2.5 hours
HS Science*: 0.5-1.5 hours
  *if you are enrolled in Biology B you will be
taking the Science test
 
Please check your email for detailed information
to �nd where testing will take place.
 
The following are highly recommended items to 
bring with you:

Headphones (can be used for Math and
Science tests)
Calculator (11th grade students only)
Pencils 
A snack, if you would like (must be
consumed outside of test room)

Find your test site location & time
here. 

You will receive attendance credit for testing. 
Please remember you are still responsible for
keeping up with your classwork for the week and
maintaining your proper number of assignments.
 
Cell phones are not allowed in the testing center.
You may bring your phone with you, but you will
be required to leave it on silent. We reserve the
right to request that you give your phone to the
proctor upon arrival,  it will be returned to you
when you complete testing.
 
As of right now, the United States Department of
Education is requiring states to proctor state
testing. BlueSky strongly encourages your child's
participation for this test but recognizes that each
family will need to make the decision to test at a
personal level. Before making a decision on if your
child will participate in the MCAs, please consider
the following:
 

The results from these tests provide
detailed information to your child’s
teachers that helps guide instruction and
improve your child’s learning. Teachers and
support sta� frequently use assessment
data to make informed decisions about how
best to meet individual student needs; not
participating in statewide testing limits the
academic information available.
The results also provide you with
information on your student’s growth and
progress. Test scores are a good indicator of
your child’s College and Career Readiness.
Recent legislation also requires Minnesota
State Colleges and Universities to utilize
MCA reading and mathematics scores as a
factor in determining course enrollments.
This means your student could bypass
course placement testing when registering
for classes. Eighth grade students may not
be eligible to participate in Postsecondary
Enrollment Options (PSEO) in 10th grade if
they do not take the MCAs.
Assessment scores are used by our
authorizer and the State in determining
the e�ectiveness of our programs. When
students don’t participate in state testing
our results may become invalid due to low
overall participation or district wide results
that do not accurately re�ect BlueSky’s
student body. Students that don’t
participate are scored as not pro�cient,
having a signi�cant negative impact on
BlueSky’s performance measures. This can
potentially impact our ability to meet
established school goals and result in our
school not meeting contractual obligations
with our school authorizer.

Student Safety
We take the safety of our students, families and
sta� seriously and have a Safe Return to In Person
Learning Plan in place to ensure safeguards are in
place. We review and make decisions regarding
our plan on a regular basis, so it is possible we will
adjust our plan prior to scheduled testing dates.
Generally we will be following CDC guidance for
masking based on the COVID levels in the county
where testing will take place. Testing facilities
may have additional precautions in place and all
students will need to abide by those precautions
in addition to BlueSky precautions.

Please contact Melissa Vang if you have any
questions.

Mark Your Calendar

April 4, 2022: First day of fourth quarter
May 13, 2022: Junior/Senior Prom
May 30, 2022: No school
June 3, 2022: Last day of school
June 11, 2022: Graduation

READ MORE

Resources
Contact Information for Questions and Resources

Main Line: 651-642-0888
Sta� List with Contact Information

 
Authorizer - Laurie Schroeder (651)-234-0900

Innovative Quality Schools

O�ce - enrollment, transcripts, record requests
Amy Larsen - Superintendent/Executive Director
Dan Ondich - Principal/Assistant Director
Cathy Parker - Director of Student Support Services
Beth O'Connell - Dean of Students
Heidi van der Hagen - Director of Special
Education
Song Her - Student Information Specialist
John Mizeur - Registrar
Melissa Vang - Testing Coordinator
Sarah Miner- Admin Assistant
 
Counselors - scheduling and class changes
Dawn Mensing
Grant Cameron
Amy Chicoine
Jennifer Anderson
Carla Anderson-Diekmann
 
Advisors - navigating school
Laura Welciek
Danielle Fackler
Dawn Nicol
Carrie Ostman
Sean Miller
Kelly Hanson
Hanna Coleman
Karen Kraco
Patrick Karr
 
Social Workers - school, family, and personal
concerns, well-being, crisis assistance 
Carolyn Disch
Casie Hammel
Cayla Rother
April Scharnberg
Lynn Riebe
 
Supplemental
Heidi Housh
Janette Willenbring
 

COVID-19 Updates

Staying Sanitary
Staying healthy and safe is our number one
priority for sta�, students, and parents and

guardians. At the o�ce, we are practicing social
distancing and keeping surfaces and o�ces

sanitary. 
 

Remember to check the CDC's guidelines and
Governor Walz's regulations to stay safe! 

https://mn.gov/governor/covid-19/news/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html

Coming to BlueSky
 If there is a need to come in, there is a form on
Moodle for students to �ll out if you are coming
in. It is called "Learning Center Registration" and

it is on the homepage under the "Student
Learning Center" tab. Once they have �lled it

out, Katie Shealy will reach out to you to
con�rm if the time and date will work. Katie will

also send out a reminder of the COVID
protocols and other information for the learning

center. 
 

We will be requiring masks, sign-ins, and pre-
screening for symptoms for everyone's safety!

BlueSky 2021-2022 COVID-19 Plan

2051 Killebrew Drive Suite 500, Bloomington, MN 55425
info@blueskyschool.org

Main Line: 651.642.0888
Fax: 651.642.0435
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