
 

Curriculum Committee Agenda  
 
March 5, 2020 
9:00-10:00 
 
Members Present: 

Amy Larsen 
Grant Cameron 
Darren Sonenstahl 
Heather Novak 
Karen Kraco  
Bonnie Jude 
Brenda Ritter 
Gabra Lokken 

Renee’ Parcheta 
Dan Ondich 
Jim Weiberg 
Matthew Schempp 
Alisa Snyder 
Erin Winchell 
Heidi van der Hagen 

BlueSky Charter School Vision: 
BlueSky is defining education for the 21st century by creating an individualized, dynamic education for 
all students.  We are committed to empowering our community by facilitating relevant learning, skills, 
hopes and relationships. 

BlueSky Charter School Mission: 
Bringing quality online education and diverse learners together. 

Curriculum Committee-Primary Objective: The primary objective of the Curriculum Development 
Committee is to review and recommend to the BlueSky Charter School Board of Directors on matters 
pertaining to the content of the academic program, course materials, and method of delivery. This 
includes, but is not limited to, the review and selection of curriculum and educational materials, review 
of all class syllabi, common course outlines and learning objectives for use in the program. 

Curriculum Vision: 
Through high quality curriculum and instructional practices BlueSky will do the following: 

1. implement standards-based and data-driven practices 

2. embed RTI over the next three to five years 

3. foster academic and testing skills among students 

4. provide College and Career Readiness resources to support student success and learning to 

ensure opportunities post high school 

5. empower teachers to tailor instruction that meets the needs of individual students 

6. develop consistent  course design and format that ensures content accessibility for all students; 

and 

7. establish a schedule that offers both flexible and structured options for students 

 

FY20 Annual Focus Areas: 
1. Review science sequence and graduation requirements in anticipation of implementing the new 

 



 

graduation standards 
2. Monitor the implementation of changes to the middle school program 
3. Continue implementation of College & Career Readiness through the implementation of SEL 

standards, promoting Online College in the High School, and exploring work-based learning 
options 

4. Training on explicit instruction 
5. Continued review, development and implementation of special education transitions 

programming 
 

STANDING  BUSINESS: 
1. Course revision proposals (request form) 

a. Required Career Portfolio revisions 
i. Revising 9th and 11th grade to meet student needs; approved pending budget 

and ability to complete project management. 

NEW  BUSINESS: 
2. Additional middle school course 

a. Mythology - total development. 
b. Pop Teen Lit - MINOR development - Reading course where students choose 2 novels to 

read and discuss. 
c. Road Trip USA - total development - This was the #2 ranked class last year when I sent 

out the survey. "Students will plan a virtual road trip across several states. They will map 
their route, balance a budget, book hotels, select state attractions to visit, and create an 
album of their adventures. It's a fun way to experience parts of the country and learn 
about states and regions." 

d. History at the Movies - MINOR development - This was also a highly ranked class in the 
survey. "Students will watch some American classics in addition to some blockbusters 
with the goal of using the films to enrich the themes studied in social studies class, as 
well as separating fact from fiction, history from Hollywood. All movies selected will 
serve to deepen your understanding of American history and enhance your ability to 
think more critically about Hollywood's treatment of history." 

e. My Big Backyard - Leah and I talked about creating an ecology based, outdoor 
writing/exploration class for grade 8. 

f. This is needed as part of a plan to change Intro to Spanish 8 back to a quarter class. 
g. Approved “Road Trip USA” to be written over the summer pending budget. 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1G87pBs96UZoARgeDkDjKu2HHfzXQyvnlbblZyYfCg-Q/edit#gid=1333888919
https://docs.google.com/a/blueskyschool.org/forms/d/16g_YW1REa39RisFAqg3wmvq12QXN7FAy0fF0nf0oZBE/edit


 

 
3. CTE course grade level review 

OLD  BUSINESS: 
4. 9th Grade Advisory Curriculum Options (discuss after individual review) 

a. CASEL recommended options that go through high school: 
i. RULER (Yale Center for Emotional Intelligence) - staff/student approach; can be 

paired with other SEL/advisory curriculum; goes through HS 
ii. Strong Kids - hard copy book (not sure if digital exists); 12 partially scripted 

lessons, knowledge test, fidelity checklist and worksheets; goes through HS 
iii. MindUp - ages 3-14 
iv. DBT STEPS-A - 30 lesson plans (not digital?); works with tier 1, 2 and 3. - Could 

be a good fit for intervention. Too technical and ruled out.  
v. Communities that Care (guide)  - Part of the Social Development Research 

Group of, School of Social Work, University of Washington; built around various 
programs that each cover different grade levels/age ranges. Ruled out.  

vi. http://www.boomerangproject.com/ Link Crew specifically designed for 
transition from 8 to 9th grade for mentorship. Using upper class students that 
are trained to mentor their group  of 9th graders throughout the year. 
Curriculum provided for the groups. Doesn’t appear to be practical for 
implementation. 

vii. Curriculum Committee members were asked to review options at the last 
meeting. Discussion focused on doing a more in depth investigation of RULER, 
Strong Kids and MindUp.  

viii. Will form a committee of 9th grade, advisors, counselor, special education and a 
middle school teacher.  

5. 6th Grade Expansion 
a. Exploring different models of delivering instruction: team-taught, general education 

model, middle school model or a hybrid model. The middle school team will make a 
recommendation early next fall.  

6. ESL Curriculum 
a. ReadingMate - would supplement ELL curriculum in ELA. Still using physical books (AGS 

series by Pearson) for other content areas. 
b. Recommendation to check with Hamline University. 
c. Suzy is recommending we purchase more used copies of the AGS curriculum since we 

have not been able find a digital curriculum meeting the core content area needs of our 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/180pyKC7OMBvmp4EY-UqjuL4yUVAEtqGGFtKKKar4p40/edit#gid=0
https://www.rulerapproach.org/
https://strongkidsresources.com/
https://mindup.org/
http://www.dbtinschools.com/
https://www.communitiesthatcare.net/
https://www.communitiesthatcare.net/Prevention%20Strategies%20Guide/introduction.pdf
http://www.boomerangproject.com/


 

students.  
7. NCAA GP Discussion  

a. Will discuss at the next meeting.  
8. SEL Update 

a. No update this month. 
9. CCR Update 

a. Discussed updating Required Career Portfolio above. 
10. Special Education Update 

a. Meeting with pilot group is scheduled for March 6, 2020. 
11. Budget Review 

a. FY20 development and library spreadsheet 
b. FY21 development and library spreadsheet (very rough start of a draft) 

i. We are currently looking at ways to complete the high number of projects and 
discussed the potential of having time built into the middle school schedule for 
6th grade curriculum development next year. It was asked if this was possible 
for other classes but that could be difficult because we don’t want to hire 
someone temporarily which wouldn’t be the case for middle school. We also 
discussed if we could hire a curriculum developer. All options are being 
considered within the bounds of our needs and finances.  

 
 
 
 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1CyyPuDHFpv2oaQemkgEvUM3zIa9KYrum-7RHZhCrjPk/edit#gid=0
https://drive.google.com/drive/my-drive

