
 

Curriculum Committee Agenda  
 
February 6, 2020 
9:00-10:00 
 
Members Present: 

Amy Larsen 
Grant Cameron 
Darren Sonenstahl 
Heather Novak 
Karen Kraco  
Bonnie Jude 
Brenda Ritter 
Gabra Lokken 

Renee’ Parcheta 
Dan Ondich 
Jim Weiberg 
Matthew Schempp 
Alisa Snyder 
Erin Winchell 
Heidi van der Hagen 

BlueSky Charter School Vision: 
BlueSky is defining education for the 21st century by creating an individualized, dynamic education for 
all students.  We are committed to empowering our community by facilitating relevant learning, skills, 
hopes and relationships. 

BlueSky Charter School Mission: 
Bringing quality online education and diverse learners together. 

Curriculum Committee-Primary Objective: The primary objective of the Curriculum Development 
Committee is to review and recommend to the BlueSky Charter School Board of Directors on matters 
pertaining to the content of the academic program, course materials, and method of delivery. This 
includes, but is not limited to, the review and selection of curriculum and educational materials, review 
of all class syllabi, common course outlines and learning objectives for use in the program. 

Curriculum Vision: 
Through high quality curriculum and instructional practices BlueSky will do the following: 

1. implement standards-based and data-driven practices 

2. embed RTI over the next three to five years 

3. foster academic and testing skills among students 

4. provide College and Career Readiness resources to support student success and learning to 

ensure opportunities post high school 

5. empower teachers to tailor instruction that meets the needs of individual students 

6. develop consistent  course design and format that ensures content accessibility for all students; 

and 

7. establish a schedule that offers both flexible and structured options for students 

 

FY20 Annual Focus Areas: 
1. Review science sequence and graduation requirements in anticipation of implementing the new 

 



 

graduation standards 
2. Monitor the implementation of changes to the middle school program 
3. Continue implementation of College & Career Readiness through the implementation of SEL 

standards, promoting Online College in the High School, and exploring work-based learning 
options 

4. Training on explicit instruction 
5. Continued review, development and implementation of special education transitions 

programming 
 

NEW  BUSINESS: 
1. General/Special Education Team Teaching Pilot Program 

a. Way to provide additional support by team teaching with special education and general 
education teacher. 

b. Could potentially add additional support to general education teachers. 
c. Question: would this be a new course or utilize an existing course. Goal would be to 

utilize existing courses.  
d. Concern from the general education teacher is the time to do this but the benefit is that 

there will be another licensed adult supporting the class. This would also facilitate more 
preplanning for students.  

e. Would like to pilot with a minimum of two general education and two general education 
teachers. Would explore different options for how this would be done.  Will reach out to 
staff during the upcoming meeting.  

2. Transitions & Essentials 
a. Currently we have a separate Transitions and Essentials class. All students with IEPs 

must meet transition goals. Goal is to merge Transitions with Essentials. The special 
education team is in the early planning phase of this change and will coordinate with 
Brenda Ritter when ready.  

3. 9th Grade Advisory Options 
a. CASEL recommended options that go through high school: 

i. RULER (Yale Center for Emotional Intelligence) - staff/student approach; can be 
paired with other SEL/advisory curriculum; goes through HS 

ii. Strong Kids - hard copy book (not sure if digital exists); 12 partially scripted 
lessons, knowledge test, fidelity checklist and worksheets; goes through HS 

iii. MindUp - ages 3-14 
iv. DBT STEPS-A - 30 lesson plans (not digital?); works with tier 1, 2 and 3. - Could 

be a good fit for intervention.  
v. Communities that Care (guide)  - Part of the Social Development Research 

Group of, School of Social Work, University of Washington; built around various 
programs that each cover different grade levels/age ranges 

vi. http://www.boomerangproject.com/ Link Crew specifically designed for 
transition from 8 to 9th grade for mentorship. Using upper class students that 
are trained to mentor their group  of 9th graders throughout the year. 
Curriculum provided for the groups.  

vii. Curriculum Committee members should review 
b. Committee should review options for discussion at the next meeting. Plan is to first 

identify the curriculum then discuss options for implementation.  

 

https://www.rulerapproach.org/
https://strongkidsresources.com/
https://mindup.org/
http://www.dbtinschools.com/
https://www.communitiesthatcare.net/
https://www.communitiesthatcare.net/Prevention%20Strategies%20Guide/introduction.pdf
http://www.boomerangproject.com/


 

4. SWANK K-12 Streaming 
a. Will be adopted 4th quarter for middle school film class. Allows movie streaming 

through Google SSO. Cost is $500/year and includes access to curated library of 200 
films/documentaries and choice selection of 15 other films. This can be used by any 
teacher. Students do not have access unless they are assigned a movie to watch.  

5. Art Curriculum Development 
a. Needs to be fully implemented by the 2021-2022 school year. Most classes will just need 

an alignment review. All courses will need to address the following anchor standards: 
foundations, create, perform/present, respond, and connect. 

 

STANDING  BUSINESS: 
6. Course revision proposals (request form) 

a. Current Revision Requests 
i. Science 7 needed adjustment for transition to quarters/semester from blocks.  

1. Chicken Unit (5 weeks) will be added as a revision to the existing unit. 
This would utilize existing funds.  

b. Next Year Course Proposal List 
i. Writing on the Internet 

1. This would be a semester long course that would focus on student 
projects in a variety of contexts focusing on digital literacy. Course 
readings will focus on Digital Ethics and Citizenship. Students will 
complete projects using online publishing tools including social media, 
apps, and other websites to share with each other. 

ii. Fashion & Retail Management 
1. Decided not to add at this time. 

iii. Travel Scandinavia 
1. Travel Scandinavia is an international business course that teaches 

students about the travel industry with a focus on Norway, Sweden, 
Denmark, Finland and Iceland. Students will learn about passports and 
visas, how to book flights, hotels and excursions, create travel 
itineraries, exchange currency and prepare for international travel. 
Students will virtually travel these exciting destinations to discover the 
cultures and what they offer in beautiful landscapes, cuisine, arts and 
entertainment, sports, languages (including the Runik alphabet), and 
WWII, Viking and Sami history. A field trip to the Scandinavian heritage 
institutes located in Minneapolis will be an optional part of the course. 

2. Committee discussed cultural relevance and meeting the needs of other 
cultures. There is potential to use this same course framework to focus 
on travel in other regions of the world.  

iv. Electrical Engineering 
1. Decided not to add at this time. Looking for online curric for a possible 

Electronics course. 
v. Manufacturing Product Design & Innovation (eDynamic Learning) 

1. You will learn about different types of manufacturing systems as well as 
career opportunities, including engineers, technicians, and supervisors. 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1G87pBs96UZoARgeDkDjKu2HHfzXQyvnlbblZyYfCg-Q/edit#gid=1333888919
https://docs.google.com/a/blueskyschool.org/forms/d/16g_YW1REa39RisFAqg3wmvq12QXN7FAy0fF0nf0oZBE/edit


 

As a culminating project, you will plan your own manufacturing process 
and create an entirely original product! If you thought manufacturing 
meant mundane assembly lines, this course will show you how exciting, 
creative, and practical this industry can be. 

vi. Entrepreneurship English  
1. We met with Cindy Quinlin, who helped pioneer the course. They do 

have a purchasable curriculum available, but it's expensive ($5k for both 
courses and would require extensive work to adapt to online). I need to 
meet with Chris, but I'm under the impression that Chris wanted to 
explore a grant to purchase the curriculum to revamp the existing 
Entrepreneurship course. I don't think we'll have anything ready for this 
next year yet.  

2. Decided not to add at this time. We may be able to utilize Perkins funds 
for the curriculum and/or development.  

vii. Life Skills (revision) 
1. This course has not had a major revision in years. The revision would 

focus more on personal management including personal finance skills. 
Ideally the course will be designed so it can be taught by teachers with 
varying licenses.  

viii. ASL (eDynamic Learning) 
1. This class will introduce you to vocabulary and simple sentences, so that 

you can start communicating right away. Importantly, you will explore 
Deaf culture – social beliefs, traditions, history, values and communities 
influenced by deafness. 

ix. Middle School Elective  
1. Entrepreneurship/business (name?) 

a. This course introduces 8th grade students to entrepreneurship. 
Students will learn about the pros and cons of self-employment 
and study real-life teen entrepreneurs and the personal 
characteristics that make a successful entrepreneur. Business 
ideas will be brainstormed and students will focus on a business 
they would like to start. Marketing materials to promote their 
business will be developed. 

x. Creative Writing 
1. Approved via email discussion immediately following the meeting.  

 

OLD  BUSINESS: 
7. 6th Grade Expansion 

a. Did not discuss at the meeting. 
8. ESL Curriculum 

a. Did not discuss at the meeting. 
9. NCAA GP Discussion (follow-up from last meeting) 

a. Did not discuss at the meeting. 
10. SEL Update 

a. Did not discuss at the meeting. 
11. CCR Update 

 



 

a. Did not discuss at the meeting. 
12. Special Education Update 

a. Standards based progression exists as an option for some students in the general 
education courses. This currently is not an option for students taking the special 
education concepts version of our English courses. The Curriculum Committee had 
previously reviewed this and decided not to have this option for concepts classes due to 
the level of the courses. A request has been made to review this decision to provide 
equal opportunities to students with IEPs.  

13. Budget Review 

a. Development and library spreadsheet 
b. Did not discuss at the meeting. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1CyyPuDHFpv2oaQemkgEvUM3zIa9KYrum-7RHZhCrjPk/edit#gid=0

